Chapter. IV

SAKHIS ATTRIBUTED TO KABfR.

All Kabir Panthis have at their command a
considerable number of Sakhis or rhyming
couplets, bearing witness to the truth.\ The
rhythm oi many of these is very fine, with the
result that important teaching: given in this
form is easily remembered.

It is not at all likely that all the Sakhis at-
tributed to Kabir were really uttered by him^
but most of them are in substance consistent
with teaching to be met with in the Bijak.
A^good linguist would probably, on linguistic
grounds, reject many as of later origin.2

Many of the Sabhis embody teaching such
as was current among Sufis and embodied in
Persian poetry. Some suggest verses of the
Bible or Qoran, some in a slightly different form
have been attributed to other authors and may
be regarded as expressing truths generally cur-
rent in the country. We may safely credit
Kabir with a considerable amount of originality'

(1) Sakhi is the corruption of a Sanskrit word meaning
evidence.

(2) For the benefit of Hindi scholars this collection of
Sakhis has also been printed in the original Hindi. A collec-
tion of 2,600 Kabir Sakhis has been published at the Advocate
Press, Lucknow, price One Kupee.